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Psychology 459 W

Social Psychology: Advanced Topics

“Love and Sex”

Supplementary Topic:  “Cults, Crackpots, and Charlatans: The Nature of Scientific Knowledge”

Dr. Elaine Hatfield

elaineh1@aol.com

www2.hawaii.edu/~elaineh/
www2.hawaii.edu/~elaineh/novels.htm

Class: TTh 9:00-10:15 a.m.   BusAd E204

TA: 

Ms. Aparajita Jeedigunta (AJ) 
jeedigun@hawaii.edu

ajeedigunta@gmail.com

ASSIGNED TEXTS: 

Hatfield, E. & Rapson, R. L. (l993).  Love, Sex, and Intimacy:  Their Psychology, Biology, and History.  New York:  Harper/Collins.  [ISBN: 0-06-500702-6].  (You can get a cheap copy online.)

Hatfield, E., & Rapson, R. L. (2005).  Love and Sex: Cross-Cultural Perspectives.  Lanham, MD: University Press of America.  [ISBN: 076183232-7.]

Hatfield, E., & Rapson, R. (March 15, 2000).  Rosie.  Pittsburgh, PA: SterlingHouse.  [ISBN: 1 56315 222 3].
OPTIONAL READINGS:

Myers, D. (l998).  Social psychology.  (Latest Edition) New York:  McGraw Hill.  (If you’ve never taken a good introductory social psychology course.) 

Hyde, J. S. and DeLamater, J.  (Latest Edition).  Understanding human sexuality.  New York:  McGraw-Hill.  (If you’ve never taken a good introductory human sexuality course.) 

Hatfield, E., Cacioppo, J., & Rapson, R. (1994).  Emotional Contagion.  New York:  Cambridge University Press.  [ISBN: 0-521-44948-0].


This course is designed to provide students with an overview of social psychology and social psychology methodology (in general) and passionate love, sexual desire, and sexuality (in particular) and (2) to give students practical experience in teaching and in conducting experiments on a variety of social psychological topics. 

In this class, we will focus on the cultural clash between scientific and non-scientific views of the world.  We will study some fringe “cults”—both religious and ideological; the social-psychological principles that motivate them; and ways that we might distinguish truth from falsehood.  Beyond that looms the large question of how do we know what to believe—in scholarship and in life.

Each week, all students will read a few chapters from the assigned texts: Love, Sex, and Intimacy; Love and Sex; and Rosie. During the semester they will present four oral reports.  These may be on topics discussed in one of the assigned texts, journal articles on these topics.  Alternatively, students may discuss their social psychological ideas, craft surveys or experiments to test these ideas, get help writing their results up for journal articles, etc.

In the first part of the course, when students are often not certain just what they want to do, most generally choose to report on the assigned readings and/or present a series of journal and book reports in the hopes of discovering their own research interests.  Later, students generally begin to propose tentative research ideas and to present them to the class.  Finally, they may craft an experiment and perhaps even run a study or an experiment.  The rest of the class is expected to assist students with their research.  They are expected to help their peers formulate their ideas, hammer out research designs, secure sample populations, conduct statistical analyses, write up their experiments, and so forth.   

Schedule

1.  Jan. 10-12
    LSI:  Ch. 1


    L&S:  Ch. 1

On January 12, Dr. Hatfield will speak on “Love and Sex: Cross-Cultural Perspectives.”  

2.  Jan. 17-19

LSI:  Ch. 2


     L&S:  Ch. 2

On January 20.  Dr. Hatfield will speak on “Equity Perspectives.”

3.  Jan. 24-26                LSI:  Ch. 3


     L&S:  Ch. 3

Dr. Hatfield will be attending a conference on January 26.  The TA will take the class.

4.  Jan. 31-Feb. 2

LSI:  Ch. 4

                                    L&S:  Ch. 4

February 2: Joint Seminar #1:  “The Family, Sex, and Marriage: The Past.”  Meet in Webster 102.

5.  Feb 7-9

LSI:  Ch. 5



L&S:  Ch. 5

February 9.  Joint Seminar #2.  The Family, Sex, and Marriage: The Present.  Meet in Webster 102.

6.  Feb. 14-16
     LSI:  Ch. 6



L&S:  Ch. 6

February 16.  Joint Seminar #3: “The Family, Sex, and Marriage: The Present.”  Meet in Webster 102.

7. Feb. 21-23

LSI:  Ch. 7



L&S:  Ch. 7

February 21.  Dr. Hatfield will be attending a conference on February 21.  The TA will take the class.

February 23: Joint Seminar #4.  “The Family, Sex, and Marriage: The Present.  Meet in Webster 102.

8.  Feb/ 28-March 2
     Rosie

March 2: Joint Seminar #5: “The Family, Sex, and Marriage in History:  The Future.”  Meet in Webster 102.

9.  March 7-9
     LSI:  Ch. 8

March 9:  Joint Seminar #6.  “The Family, Sex, and Marriage: The Future.  Meet in Webster 102.

10.  March 14-16
     LSI:  Ch. 9

March 16:  Joint Class #7: “Sex: Past, Present, and Future.”  Meet in Webster 102.

11.  March 21-23

LSI:  Ch. 10

March 23: Joint Class #8.  Film: “The Secrets of the Psychics.”  Meet in Webster 102.



Spring Recess

12.  April 4-6

LSI:  Ch. 11


       April 6:  Joint Class #9.  Sex: Past, Present, and Future.  Aloha Session.  Meet in Webster 102.

13.  April 11-13

LSI:  Ch. 12

14.  April 18-20

LSI:  Ch. 13

15.  April 25-27             LSI: Ch. 14
16.  May 2

Grading

  We will assign grades as follows:

1.  Students are required to give four 15-minute reports on love, sexual desire, or on some related research topic in which they are especially interested.  Presentations should include at least some visual aids (such as Powerpoint), and should be developed as if you were preparing to teach a class on this subject.  Students are also required to attend all of Dr. Rapson’s guest lectures on the history of love and family relations.

Students’ reports/research presentations may take several forms.  Students may present four journal reports OR an original theory, design an experiment, review others’ work, write a term-paper, or any combination thereof.  (We will provide a list of possible journal articles that can be used if all else fails.)  (In accord with WI requirements, these reports will require a total of 20 written pages).  This portion of the course will count 67%.

The professor and students will provide feedback concerning these presentations/written material in class.

2.  Students should plan to participate in class discussions and help others with their research projects.  This portion of the course will count 33%.

In this class an A represents an exceptional performance; B represents performance that is quite good; C is satisfactory.  Below C is not. 

*     *     *

Disability Access: Students with disabilities that restrict their participation and performance in this class are invited to contact the KOKUA Program which is the UHM office serving disabled students.  KOKUA can be reached at (V/T) 956-7511 or (V/T) 956-7612 or at kokua@hawaii.edu.  KOKUA is located in the ground floor of the Student Services Center in room 013.  KOKUA is eager to work closely with disabled students and their faculty members in order to create equal opportunity for students here at Manoa. KOKUA services are confidential.  Disabled students are not charged for services.


WI WRITING REQUIREMENTS


This class has been approved as a “WI” (Writing Intensive) course and you will receive a WI credit upon successful completion of the course requirements. 


As we indicated in the previous section (on Grading), students are required to give four class presentations of approximately 15 minutes each.  They will also provide the Instructor and fellow students with written papers to accompany these reports.  (These papers, a total of 20 written pages, will fulfill students’ W requirements.)  Students who review journal articles are expected to indicate why they chose the topic they did, what the researchers hoped to discover in conducting their research, how they tested their hypotheses, and what they discovered.  A discussion will follow. 


All reports are to be submitted, at the latest, by the last day of class.  After that time, no papers will be accepted.


Students will get feedback from Dr. Hatfield and their fellow students immediately after each class presentation.  If students wish, they may also schedule a personal appointment to discuss their written projects. 


As indicated above, student presentations and papers count for 66% of the student’s grade.


The Writing Workshop offers free consultation during the Fall and Spring semesters.  Students call the English department (956-7619) to make an appointment.  The Manoa Writing Program website has advice for student writers: www.hawaii.edu/uhmwrite.

